The Birth of Jesus
William R. Wright

12/15/2004
Experiencing trials during a holiday can be especially hard.  Very often, hiring activity around the end of the year is very slow.  Most companies are focused on completing the year, and look forward to beginning the New Year.  Many companies are trying to complete their last minute projects, so they can spend the allotted budget funds.  If budget funds are not properly earmarked for expenditure, the money could be taken from the next year’s budget.  All in all, the end of the calendar year is often a busy time for companies, and they do not focus on hiring.  In my job transition experience, I allowed myself for some time off and did not focus on the day to day grind of job searching.  Having time to focus on your relationships with God, family, and friends is very important and is often forgotten in today’s society.  We are all so busy with our lives that we fail to value what is real and important.  

Christmas time is most people’s favorite time of year.  But for many, it brings up memories of failed relationships, lost loved ones, and other unhappy experiences.  If we put all that aside for a moment and focus on the reason for the holiday, the disappointing and depressing seems to loose focus.  

Dr. Charles Stanley writes,  “The more time that passes since Christ's birth, the more watered down and over-commercialized Christmas becomes. Why? Many have failed to accept the most important gift they could ever receive: Jesus Christ. From the beginning of time, God prepared the exact day and time of Christ's arrival. He knew mankind would rebel. Sin blanketed the world, as it still does today. Before Christ, however, man's only hope was to work his way to heaven by following set rules and regulations. We were in dire need of a Savior, and God provided One. 

In the Old Testament, Isaiah foretold Christ's coming: 

Isaiah 9:

6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  7 Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end.  He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom,  establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.  The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

Micah 5:

2 But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times. 3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is in labor gives birth and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 4He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD , in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. 5 And he will be their peace. 

In God’s Holy plan to save mankind, He sent His only son to live on earth, but not as an earthly king.  God could have come as a man unlike anyone has ever experienced, with riches, wealth, power, and glory.  But He chose to enter the earth in the most humble of ways.  Through a very young girl, not even married.  Joseph should have, by the law, divorced Mary quietly, or had her stoned for adultery.  But he chose to follow the advice of the angel.  God gave Joseph a third option, to marry her.  God often provides options to us in our everyday lives that are different, and better than what we think.  God’s guidance helped him make the right decision.  He can do the same for us today.  

The child was conceived of the Holy Spirit, which made him very special, both God and man.  The miraculous virgin birth set Jesus apart from any other that has come into this world. 

Matthew 1

18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 

To many in the ancient patriarchal Jewish culture, Mary’s characteristics would make her completely unacceptable for God’s use.  She was young, poor, and female, all traits that would make her an improbable vessel in which to place the Messiah.  Yet, Mary displayed one of the most important biblical acts of obedience. 

 Luke 1:38 

“I am the Lord's servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” Then the angel left her.  

You want an angel to leave? Say what Mary said, and his work is done!  If you ever need an example of obedience, think of this passage.  Mary had a bleak outlook when she knew that she was pregnant.  She would either have to beg for the rest of her life or resort to prostitution for a living, but she obeyed what God had told her and did it without questioning.   Don’t wait to see the bottom line before offering your life to God and allowing him to perform his mighty works in you.   When the future seems bleak and you think all options are gone, God can then do some of his best work.  

Luke 2 says the baby was wrapped in cloths and laid in a manger.  Not the wooden manger that we see today, but probably a dark cave that was used to keep the travelers’ animals.  The manger was cut out of the side of the cave to provide a place for the animals to eat.  The place was dark and smelly, the most unlikely place for God to come to earth.    

Shepherds, as a class, were not held in high regard in those days, and these shepherds were the men who took night duty, unskilled in comparison with the men who cared for the sheep by day. To these exceedingly humble and unknown men, the angels appeared. Heaven's secret concerning the arrival of the Savior was disclosed to such nobodies as these!  The story becomes even more remarkable when we compare this chapter with Matthew 2. There the scene is cast amongst the great ones in Jerusalem—Herod the king, his courtiers, chief priests and scribes—and they are completely ignorant of this marvelous event for months afterward. They only hear of it through the arrival of the wise men of the east, men who were complete outsiders to the nation of Israel. The explanation is given to us in the words of the Psalmist, "The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him" (25: 14). God bows before no man's person, but He has respect to humility and integrity of heart before Himself; so He passed by the grandees in Jerusalem, and sent a deputation of angelic beings to wait on a small group of despised night watchmen, that they might be initiated into the secret of Heaven's ways. These shepherds were a few of the godly remnant waiting for the Messiah, as their subsequent words and actions show us.

The shepherds were terrified, but their fear soon became rejoicing as the angels announced the birth of Jesus.  The shepherds were invited to greet the Lamb of God.  

After the birth, life was not easy for Mary and Joseph.  They had to flee to Egypt for the child’s safety.  When Herod the Great died in 4 BC, they returned to live in Joseph’s hometown, Nazareth.  They could not see God’s plan for their lives, but knew that God was with them, and that is all they needed to know.  

We should learn a lesson from this story: trust God in every situation we face.  We may not always see God working, but He is there, and we have to do all that we can to trust that His Will will be done on earth, and in our lives, as it is in heaven.

Bible commentary by F.B. Hole, Book of Luke http://www.biblecentre.org/commentaries/commentaries_fbh_46_luke.htm#Luke%202  

Where does Christ fit into your Christmas?, Dr. Charles Stanley
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