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In every trial or bad situation that we face in life, there are always good things that happen.  Each of you may think about bad times in your life, and some may be very tragic, but you always seem to find some good as a result of going through the experience.  I know of a very young family who just found out that they were expecting their first child. Soon after, the father, barely thirty years old, was tragically and suddenly killed in a car accident.  It is a very sad time in the lives of those who know and love the family. The good news that came out of the situation was that a beautiful baby girl was born nine months later.  Is it the best thing that can happen?  The mother would agree that God left her with the best gift of all.  She will always cherish God’s gift to the couple even though the father could not be there.  

One of the worst things that happened to me was the loss of my family.  My wife of nearly 16 years suddenly decided that she did not want to be married to me any longer.  The pain of not being able to see my teenage son and daughter was more than I could ever imagine.  The entire time I questioned God.  Where was He in all this?  Why was this happening?  After some time, I slowly realized that God was with me every step of the way and put people and circumstances in my life that led me to my current wife.  We had been married for nine (9) years when we suddenly decided to go on a pilgrimage to Israel to visit the Holy Land, the place where God decided to live in the form of a human being.  While visiting the Sea of Galilee area, God decided to change our lives forever.  He gave us a gift beyond imagination.  

While traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho, the road was very steep with many turns, and my wife became sick to her stomach.  We all thought that it was the food, because the food in Israel is really not that great.  We always had a buffet, and often I would opt for the salad and dessert and skip the main courses. How we longed for a McDonalds!  A few days later we returned home and she was still sick.  We were both very surprised to learn that we were pregnant.  God decided to give me a second chance at raising children – the best gift that I could ever imagine.  

In all of this, I learned an important principal: keep God first in the trials of your life, and God will bless you more than you will ever know.

Ephesians 3:20: 20Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

Another significant trial in my life was my job transition.  My job was affected by a “right sizing” effort in the large corporation for which I worked for twenty years.  A one-time opportunity to take a severance package was offered.  I asked the Lord if it was time to change jobs, and the scripture passage that burned on my mind was Joshua 1: 6 "Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give them. 7 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go."

God was telling me to be strong and trust in Him, take a leap of faith and trust Him.  The road ahead was unknown, but God wanted me to place my life into His hands.   The two week “vacation” that I thought was going to take place between jobs turned into a full-blown trial that lasted over five months.  Each morning I would pray for guidance in everything that I did.  Our Lord would answer, not always immediate or the way that I thought the prayer should be answered, but He answered.   

The life lesson that I learned through this trial was to totally trust God in every aspect of my life.  There were many times in my trial that I did not see the clear picture of what God was doing.  The disappointments were many.  There were many, many highs and lows.  Sometimes it felt as though God was busy elsewhere and was not answering my immediate and urgent requests.  What God was telling me during all of this is found in Deuteronomy 31: 8 The LORD himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged." 

The Father was teaching me during this and all of my other trials in life.  Teaching me how to experience trials, how to seek Him in everything that happens in my life.  Does God cause trials?  I think that He can, but often He does not.  Bad things happen for many reasons: our own doing, our sins, mankind’s sin, evil, and other reasons that we cannot explain.  But in the midst of trials and suffering, we need to seek the good that can come out of our situations.  

I am convinced that God wanted me to experience job transition, and all of the emotions, so that I could start a job transition support group.  One of the highlights of my experience each week was to attend and participate in two groups that were focused for those in job transition.  The groups provided me and others with encouragement and hope.  During each meeting, we would discuss scripture and each other’s situations.  The Lord provided so much for me during that experience that I wanted to share this with others wherever we were sent.  

What I learned through the trial of job transition was God had a ministry for me.  To start and lead a job transition group in one of the best places in the country to live.  He has blessed me beyond all that I could imagine, because I kept Him first.  If he could do it for me I know that he will do the same for you.  A major blessing for me and this group are the many stories of how God has worked in the group members lives and provided the best possible job situation for them.  Not just a job, but THE job where God wanted them to be used for kingdom purposes.  That is the definition of true job satisfaction. 

Let’s look at some scriptures of how good things can come out of bad situations.

Genesis 16: 13 She gave this name to the LORD who spoke to her: "You are the God who sees me," for she said, "I have now seen the One who sees me." 
This story is about Sarai and Hagar.   Sarai was mad at Hagar because she conceived a child and Sarai could not.  God had promised Sarai that she would have a child, but she could not wait on God.  She was old and she thought there was no way she was going to have a child.  She took matters into her own hand and gave Hagar to her husband, Abram. When Hagar became pregnant, Sarai became jealous.  Abram refused to help Hagar when Sarai mistreated Hagar, so Hagar fled.  But in the midst of this trial, an angel spoke to Hagar and told her to return to Sarai and face her problems.  She rejoiced that God was willing to help.

Genesis 48: 11 Israel said to Joseph, "I never expected to see your face again, and now God has allowed me to see your children too."

Joseph’s story is a great example of God’s goodness in the midst of trials.  Jacob thought that his favorite son, Joseph was dead.  Yet God in all of his goodness, knew that Joseph was going to eventually be united with his family. 

Genesis 50: 20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.

Joseph tells his brothers that God always intended good and was always in charge, even though it looked like they were going to starve and die at the hand of the brother they tried to kill.  

Joseph showed mercy as Father shows mercy in our situations.

1 Chronicles 22: 1 Then David said, "The house of the LORD God is to be here, and also the altar of burnt offering for Israel."
David took a census of fighting men of Israel instead of trusting God for protection.  Joab recognized the census as a sin and tried to tell David that this was not necessary, but David did not listen.  Upon realizing his mistake, David repented and asked God for mercy.   He bought a piece of property, a threshing floor, which later became the site of the temple.  

John 11: 4When he heard this, Jesus said, "This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God's glory so that God's Son may be glorified through it."  

The death of Lazarus was devastating for Mary and Martha.  Jesus deliberately delayed his coming to Bethany and in doing so Lazarus died.  He was dead for four days and his body started to decay.  Yet in spite of this seemingly hopeless situation, Father again showed his power over death and his goodness.  

We should be thankful to God for his goodness to us in spite of our outward circumstances.  God is aware of our situation whatever it is.  Our trial may be very large indeed, but “we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him who have been called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28).

We are his children, and He is our Father, our protector, and our provider.  God is the giver of every good and perfect gift. 
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