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Today we will look at weakness and how it should apply to our everyday lives as Christians looking for work.  One question that is most certainly asked during an interview is, “What are your weaknesses, and explain how they affect your work productivity or habits?” When coached during the time that I spent with the employment counselor, I was told to mention one or two weaknesses, but turn them into a positive. An example would be that I do not follow up on things as I should, but I know that it is a weakness and put the action on a written to-do list. I over-emphasize the action until it becomes a habit. Or I do not mix well with the public but I force myself to go out of my way to meet other people and become involved with their lives, concentrating more on others than on myself. You turn a negative into a positive.
God looks at weakness in a similar way, but the main difference is that He wants us to be honest in our weaknesses and turn them over to Him. The Bible is full of stories about weak persons whose lives were altered by God’s power: Peter, Paul, Gideon, Abraham, Moses, David and Samuel. God used all of their weaknesses, turning them into strengths.  Everyone has a bundle of weaknesses. We could have physical, emotional, intellectual, or spiritual weaknesses. The question is what we do with them. When we hide, defend, excuse, and resent them, we block God from doing all the work in our lives that he can. 

1 Corinthians 1 27But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things -- and the things that are not -- to nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may boast before him. 30It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.”  

Our weaknesses are not an accident. God deliberately allowed them in our lives in order to show His power through us. God is not impressed by strengths, but drawn to people who are admittedly weak.

Matthew 5 - 3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Being "poor in the spirit" is the first attitude that He blesses. How do you overcome our weaknesses? Be honest with yourself and admit your weaknesses to God or others. Be content in your weaknesses. 

2 Corinthians 12 - 9But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me.
Weakness causes us to depend on God.

2 Corinthians 12 - 10That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.    Weaknesses lead to humility. 

2 Corinthians 12 - 7To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 
Weaknesses encourage fellowship with other believers. Weaknesses increase our capacity for sympathy and ministry.
Weaknesses of some in the Bible: 

Moses - temper 

Gideon - low self-esteem 

Abraham - fear 

Peter – weak-willed 

David – adulterer

God wants to take our greatest weakness and turn it into strength. Paul openly shared his failures, his feelings, his frustrations and his fears. 

Romans 7 - 19For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do--this I keep on doing. 
1 Corinthians 2 3I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling.   

Sharing your weakness with others opens you to vulnerability, and that is risky. You can loose friends, but confession is emotionally liberating. It relieves stress, defuses fears and is the first step to freedom.

"God gives grace to the humble". Humility is not about putting yourself down or denying your strengths, rather it is honestly admitting your weaknesses. The more honest you are about your weaknesses, the more grace He gives. We are naturally drawn to humble people.
Pray that God will reveal your weakness to you and when He does, give Him praise. For when we delight in our weaknesses, the God will use us to our full extent and our lives will be blessed.
One night Jacob wrestled with God and would not let go until God blessed him. God touched his hip and dislocated it. For the rest of his life he walked with a limp. God took Jacob's strength and turned it into a weakness. It forced him to lean on God, whether he liked it or not.    

Genesis 32
22 That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maidservants and his eleven sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 After he had sent them across the stream, he sent over all his possessions. 24 So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob's hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. 26 Then the man said, "Let me go, for it is daybreak." 
But Jacob replied, "I will not let you go unless you bless me."  27 The man asked him, "What is your name?"  "Jacob," he answered.  28 Then the man said, "Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with men and have overcome."  29 Jacob said, "Please tell me your name."  But he replied, "Why do you ask my name?" Then he blessed him there.  30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, "It is because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was spared."  31 The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel, and he was limping because of his hip. 
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