Joyfulness

By William R. Wright
1 Thessalonians 5: - 16Be joyful always; 17pray continually; 18give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.   This verse has been on my mind for a few weeks now.  Usually when scripture often comes up in your thoughts we should think of it as God at work in your life, gently telling you to focus on the words and the meaning.  How can this passage of God’s word apply to your life situation?  

For the last few weeks we have been studying the Will of God and what that means in our lives.  Are we in the Will of God?  Are we in the perfect Will of God?  Are we exactly where we are supposed to be and doing what we are supposed to be doing?  Or are we in the permissive Will of God?  Permitted by God to live the way we are living, but with something else that we should be doing to move from the permissive will to perfect will.  

Every Christian should take an opportunity like job transition to ask him/herself questions such as these, diligently seeking the answers.  It is possible that our Lord has allowed us to be in job transition for a reason and a purpose.  Our prayer everyday should include questions such as: What do you want me to do with my life now, Lord?  Where do you want me to be? How can you best use my personality, education, skills, and abilities to give you glory and advance your Kingdom?  Am I able to do your perfect Will?  

1 Thessalonians 5 says that we are to be joyful in all occasions.  Not only be joyful when we are happy and everything is going well for us, but joyful during life’s trials.  Let’s see what God’s word says about joyfulness.

Psalm 68:3 
But may the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; may they be happy and joyful.  

We, as God’s righteous children, should be joyful.  You may not think that you are righteous, but if you believe that Jesus freely died and was raised so that your sins can be forgiven, you are right before God and that is righteousness.  Not by anything that you have done in your life other than saying “yes” to His invitation to “come and follow me.”  By His gift of grace, and grace alone, we are saved and made righteous.   This is the best thing that could happen to us, allowing us to live with Jesus in heaven for eternity.  When we live our lives reflecting this truth, we can understand how those in the bible were ready and able to lay down their lives for their faith.  

Daniel 3: 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up."  
 

Psalm 100: 2

Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.
There are many times during trials that we do not feel happy.  In fact there were many occasions where I cried out to God asking for His help.  When those times came, God was quick to answer in a unique way that was special for me. Everyday I would listen to praise songs and find time to truly worship God, one-on-one, a practice that I did not have the time for when I was working.   When you are worshipping God, your problems often seem small.  Worship and joyfulness should always go together.  

Psalm 145:7

They will celebrate your abundant goodness and joyfully sing of your righteousness.
Even in trials we should celebrate that God loves us enough to show himself to us through the bible, circumstances, the church, and other ways, reminding us that He is there and that He cares about our situation. 

Romans 12:12

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.
This is similar to what Paul tells the Thessalonians about God’s Will.  There was much affliction going on when this was written.  Christians were dying for their faith and suffering, yet they were joyful, a state of mind that only God can provide.  We need to pray for hope and patience during our trials, trusting that God knows our situation and will answer our prayers.

Colossians 1:11-12

11being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light.

Often the problem with God’s answers is the timing: our timing and not God’s.  God’s timing is perfect, and our waiting is often meant to teach us patience and endurance during trials.

To be in God’s will, we need to be joyful, pray continually, and give thanks.  Obeying these often goes against our natural tendencies.  When we make a conscious decision to do what God says, we will begin to see people and circumstances in a new perspective.  When we do God’s will, we will find it easier to be joyful and thankful. 

We cannot spend all of our time on our knees, but it is possible to have a prayerful attitude at all times.  This attitude is built on acknowledging our dependence on God, realizing his presence in us, and determining to obey him fully. Then it will be natural to pray frequent, spontaneous short prayers.  A prayerful attitude is not a substitute for regular times of prayer but should be an outgrowth of those times.  Prayer is a powerful resource, and we should continually stay plugged in.  Ask others to pray for you and your situation.   

Paul was not telling the Thessalonians that they, or we, should thank God for everything that happens to us, but IN everything.  Evil does not come from God, so we should not thank him for it.  But when evil strikes, we can still be thankful for God’s presence and for the good that he will accomplish through our trials. 

We are joyful in the knowledge that we are saved for eternity and are members of the family of God.  We should always have a prayerful attitude when doing research, making telephone calls, during interviews, considering offers and even when God is silent.  Even if we cannot see God working directly in our lives, He is there and knows what we are going through.  In every trial there is good that comes.  We should seek those experiences and always focus on the positive.  As believers and followers of Christ, we should be the salt and light to those in the world.  When we are thankful when others would not be, people see that we are different. God will give us opportunities to be His ambassadors, even while in job transition.
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